Possible inhibition of hepatic metabolism of quinidine by erythromycin.
To present and analyze a patient case illustrating a possible drug interaction between quinidine and erythromycin. This is a case report of one hospitalized patient. The setting for this analysis was a university hospital. Through a MEDLINE search of all English medical literature (1966 to 1994) documenting possible interactions between quinidine and erythromycin, retrospective patient chart review, and analysis of the relationship between serum quinidine concentrations and significant clinical events, deduce the possibility of a quinidine and erythromycin pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamic interaction in this particular patient case. This case demonstrated a probable erythromycin-quinidine pharmacokinetic interaction that led to a decrease in quinidine apparent clearance, an increase in quinidine serum concentrations, and a possible quinidine toxicity. Serum quinidine concentrations, electrocardiograms, and other factors that may predispose patients to torsades de pointes, such as hypokalemia and hypomagnesemia, should be monitored closely if quinidine is coadministered with erythromycin.